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tor '*‘Q“j’m.‘» of status and opportunity, hberty of thought and
expression;in order to end the exploitation of the masses and
safeguard the interest of workers with suitable legislation is
not seen 7
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Anna Bhau Sathe: A Voice of Dalit
Mutiny and Social Restoration

_Dr. Tabassum M. Inamdar

Abstract
o _‘ -

The major theme of Dalit literature 1is P‘{“““"
and brutal attack on caste and class differences

condemnation cla ,
pired from Ambedkar’s ideology and

and it is mostlv ins
philosophv. Dalit literature come Ol.ft fr e
riences fight for survival, caste abuse mcn{rred, and revolt
of marginalized communities and cra &3
rejecting age-old customs and exploitatio b
voiceless, marginalizcd and exploited
Anna Bhau Sahe is one of the muost

om the lved

expe
against inequality
for equality while
It gives voice to the
people i a society. ' A
ilor of DalitLiterture. Howevrer, the present papx

O ctetio Voice of Dalit Nutmy

is vorny to focus on Anna Bhau Sathe'st A
and Social Restoration. -
Dalit, Restoration and Dalit Literature

Keywords:
Introduction

5 5 ial ref o s and
Anna Bhau Sathe was a social ru«Tmur, poet \m‘_ e
1 no formal education he wrote 35 novels

an achivst

In spite of havi
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Marathi. Amaong them, Fakira appeared in the vear 1849 and
received the state Sovernment’s best novel award in 1979.
There is a collection of 15 short stories on his credit, which
have been translated in large numbers in many Indian
languages and non-Indian languages. Apart from novels and
short stories, he has written 14 plays, near about 250 lnpnis
lamorous poem), and 10 Powadas (ballads). Fourteen of his
short stories and novels were adapted into movies. He was
the first to wnite a Dalif travelogue, My Jouruey to Russia.
Amencan writer Fleanor Zelliot, in her book 2 From Untouchable
ta Dalit: Essays on the Ambedkar Movement', notes that “various
art forms such as Tamasha (Loknatya), Powada (Balads), Lawani
(combination of traditional song and dance), and Jalsa were
unquestionably produced by low castes, but kept anonymous
and never considered respectable.” (https:/ /www. justice
news.coin/remembering-Anna Bhau-sathe-the-Dalit-svriter-
who-dealt-a-blow-to-class-and -caste-slavery/)

The use of folkloric narrative styles such as Powada and
Lizeam, Anna Bhau Sathebecame popular with the public and
helped their work to reach many communities.He founded
Lal Bavia Kalapathak (Red Flag Performing Troupe) in 1944 along
with Shahir Amar Shaikh and Shahir D. N. Gavankar and
became a full-time propagator of the communist party. During
that time, Anna Bhau Satheand his Tamasha theatrical troup
work against government ideology therefore. Conemporary
Chief Minister Morarji Desai banned the Tamasha in
Maharashtra. Instead of Tamasha, Anna Bhau Satheintroduced
Lotiatya and work as the done in Tamasha. He had been active
in the 1940s and after.According to Tevia Abrams,

the most exciting thegtrical phenarm;unn of the 19350s
before communism in India generally fragmentcod in the
attermath of independence. He was a significant figoe also
1t the Indian People’s Theatre Association, whiich was a
cultyral unng of the Communist Party of India, and
the Samiyukta Maharashtra Movement, whiy sought the
creation of u separate Marathi-speaking «tate throngeh u
Jinzusstic division of the extant Bombay State (http
ok ipedia orghoiki/Annag Bhau_Sathe)
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Anna Bhau Sathe

Bhau Sathe, Anna Bhau's father, left Anna Bhau sitting in
the school. It was Anna Bhau’s first day at 9§lmol. The next
day Anna Bhau came to school and sat outsxdc- the d-oor ltJ
study. He was justobserving class not underslapdmg an_\~ﬂu-)n;,£
The teachers came and left, arriving at lunchtime to see w lil‘
the children had studied? WWhile watching all the c'luldlienf
Pati (slate), asked to Anna Bhau, “He_v,'look.'A\\’hat is \;\rltlu:
‘Tukaram Maharaj on the slate, see? Having 5§:Li that, Tu amln.
placed his slate before € rup. . After chak.mg the s]al-r,‘()?llt
Guruji said, “Tuka you donkeys, what is wrm%)n 171 th(? s ,-adc.,
You have been dropping onlv four letters since yester a_\f
You’re a man or animal. Anna Bhau said, “Guruji, 1 can}e hj
school vesterday. Is the ¢liwe caten or does. the ff"m Lf?lrln‘
immed-iately? Master thought that Anabhm‘l 15»&11L1n{;,
arrogantly, therefore Master beated Anna I?hau till his han\)s
get swollen. It is unknown to us that the feeling th'at thAe Mastur
had killed us without causc was wrong and Anna’s mind gréy\\
in rebellion.Whenafternoon class room has started, Master
had come and sat in the chair, the stone brought by Anna.
Bhau was thrown towards Master. This stone was not onl'\_
thrown at him for the purpose of killing the master, it was contr}ar}
to the caste system, abu~ive buha\fior, and cAas‘tc 's_\’stem “Tt
had been practiced for thousunds of years. This is first exramp_ti
of Dalit mutiny experinced by Anna Bhau Sathein his

childhood.

Anna Bhau Sathemizrated tfrom Vategoan to Mumbm. in
1931 on foot, over a period of < months, following a cru,\hmi
droughtin the countrv~ia Once reached to Bombay, the %:m;v
difficulty of survival racod befor him. However, hew or\
odd jobs, including that ot a porter, security guard, lw;ab\ alllui
hawker and mill worker among others. In the dreamland
Mumbai, he tried to read the Ipic Ramayana and l\la‘habhaml.;
with the help of relatives sind sign boards on shop fronts anc
streets. There he tryine toowrite about whatever ql»scn mg m
the city and start hie Loy career in 19400 Fhs writings

=
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contnibuted N .
d toward creating class consciousness
workers m <octeny : SNESs amaonyg

Novels: A Vaice of Dalit Mutiny

Anna Bhau S he's nove i) < 2

. ,\ 1 u d{” s novels and ) lavs won adr viration in

ndia ang road HisFakira is ni ston T
< stakira 1s 2 pS i d 1
< dedicated 1o boe the milestone ir Marathi
! dedicated to Dy Babasaheb Ambedkar's fiery
vritings In this novel Anna Bhao Sath po T P2 g
1 , ! B an Ha ortrgv :
ot S port ])C(] the

Literture. 1w a

‘ who revolted against the rural conservative
British rule in order to protect his community
:}om »\Lu'.’.a!;on It depicts the reality of Dalits, ]i\'ing on the
g;:‘bl:;\u’::i-(‘:l‘:::;‘:f\:,rx?:l::l,,lf\(}* mfd SU}‘PTL‘FSG(:] not F\n'}‘ by
: ppercastes. Fakira emerges as “a Robin Hood
while looting crain from British stores and distributing it to
‘.=:‘3v l;m:pc,/’/\«'xx'\\‘. justice news.co.in) T\"I‘om”\'
and road to sacrifice his life for principl«i’s, Fakria
. ti-an absurdity that people are starving while
f;n'-u is rotting moa rich man’s house. He would ra!(her die
f.l;l : .‘"(:,”‘Ilp dving meeklv - ‘1 desire to live and die like a
lion” Thisi<what we still see in a society that while thousands
of tons of food rotin ‘godowns’, people starve te death.

3

svstem o

Poetry: A Voice of Dalit Mutiny

) Anna Bhun Sathe's poetry reflect the su-ffering,,
defenseleccnoo and disgraceful life of lower classes .in the
<ives o cail to subjugated classes and Dalits “to
¢ <less and caste’, taking motivation from
oem ' Take a hannner to change the woerld',
¢ harmony to fight against the oppression

and envi i oaety without exploitation, almos! on the

',,:.;l,:r b et Ravidas predicted in his couplet
'4“{’7'”7!} ura alimost GO vears ago
70,

Jake o boomner to change the world so saying went

himrao'
Let's po fora 4 1o break the chains of class and caste
Fold to the vnime of Bhim (Sathe. 2015, 17.25)

- of them. So, none of them cooks, and both =

Anna Bhau Sathe: A Voiceof Dalit Muliny and Social ... 237

In another ballad, ‘Mumbaicha Girani Kanigar” (Nill Worker
of Mumbai) written in 1949, Sathe traces the miseries of factory
workers and captures the disparities between the rich and
poor in Mumbai.Anna Bhau Sathe’s famous Cliakkad Majhi
Maina Gawavar Rahili speak about the pain of separation and
the unhappiness of the labourers who came to Mumbai, parting
from their families, with dreams in their eves and hopes in
their hearts. However their dreams lav in tatter<. In one of
his famous rhyme, which refers to the Hindu belief that the
Earth stands on the hoods of Sheshanaga - a multi-headed
mvthical snake - he wrote, “The Earth does not rest on the
forehead of Sheshanaga. It is safe in the hands of the Dalits,
the farmers and the workers.” (Kashvap, https://www.
forwardpress.in/2019/08/)

Short Story: A Voice of Dalit Mutiny

Sathe’s shorl stories abound with Dalit characters hke
Mahars, Maangs, Ramoshis, Balutedars and lcather workers.
He portrays their pain and their struggles in a dignified
manner. Teen Bhakri is one of the most touching short stories
by Anna Bhau. A woman and her daughter-in-law live in a
village. Both are manual labourers. If thev miss work even
for a day, their “chulha” (earthen stove) remains unlit. The
women are Untouchables and the villagers abandon and spurn
them. One day, Santaji, a character in the story. disclose that
both are on the verge of hunger. They have corn enough for
just three rotis. Neither of_the two wormen Lnows how they
would divide the three rotis among themsclves. Both believe

that one who made the rotis would have the richt over two
<o to sleep. The

About hus stories he

next morning, both die of starvation.
| think hife s

savs-, “If my slories are fierce, then life 1= horce
<h<nng. nol -fiert‘(', and I try to make myv slenies as strong as
life is strong.” (Varti.1993, p.31)

In thie story Smuashanatil Sone (Gold fron: the Grave), Anna
Bhau Sathedescribes the pain of a Dalit nian Bheema, who
comes from a small village and, unable tohin I voboam Mumbai,
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starts digging graves at midnight to find gold buried
with the dead body. Sorrows, anger, rejection, poverty,
unemplovment, rebelling to get freedom from the shackles of
class and traditions and circumstances that lead people to do
unconventional jobs are common imagery in Anna Bhau's
writings. Socio-economic equality could not come up about
without take apart the structure of cultural hegemony. In
another short story Swlfan. the protagonist, considers that every
man is entitled to his basic needs - food, clothes and a house.
Sultan is very poor and one dav, he intentionally gets himself
arrested because he know's that his basic needs would be met
injail. Bhomakhva, a character of another story, does the same
while his wife Gopikabai takes shelter in the home of a farmer.
Neither Sultan nor Bhomakhva are dishonest. They prefer to
stav in jails because their basic requirements are met there.
Anna Bhau does not consider the jail a solution to the problem
of starvation. In fact, he believes that the jail is a place where
the development of the citizen’s life and people comes to a
standstll

Anna Bhau Sathe: Social Restoration

Anna Bhau Satheactively took partin the Freedom Struggle,
the Saymyukta Maharashira Movement and Goa Freedom movement
as a revolutionary artiste. He took the lead in all these
movements. His Powadas and laviis (folk songs) energized them.
In 1945, Anna Bhau began working for the weekly Lokyuddha.
The newspaper was commiticd to the communist ideology.
As a journalist, Anna Bhau consistently brought to the fore
the struggle, the pain and the deprivations of the common
man. That made him a hero of the masses. While working for
the newspaper, he wrote plavs like Aklechi Gosht, Khhapya
Chor and Mazhit Mumbai. After the ban on Tantasha, Anna Bhau
turned the plays he had written for Lal Bavia into Javnis and
Powadas. While staging Tama<has, he used to sing alone. But’
now his folk songs were on the lips of the common man.
Twelve films based on his writing- had a successful run at the

box office.The urban susroundim - of Bombay considerably

@
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influenced his writings, which portray itas a clyst‘opm.n I’T»llht‘l‘l".
Aarli Wani describes two of his songs, ”Mumbal Fh] ngnr:_xvg
(Song of Bombay) and “Mumbai cha (::ll’m kamgm; (Bom (:xug
Mill-hand) - as representing a city vthat is ;Er;;(’l s,
exploitative, unequal and unjust.” (Wani. 2016, p.27-28) ]

In 1961, he was awarded the highest ]i}erary award ,()f_! 1(:
Maharashtra government for the novel. His other work; t;ir;
translated into Russian, French, German an.d Czech. Fa .'4;
too, is inspired by a real person. He is a Maang tiji']?stfe ‘1;‘1;”
perennial rebel. But heis benevolent. He do.csn t kill his fa ‘ .}
murderers - he lets them off with a pumshmgm. 'ﬂlehn(;\‘c‘
comes down heavily on social evils and also brings to t (": (\')t'
the pain of the untouchable castes. In some lpa]r o
Maharashtra, Maangs and Mahars are seen as nivals. r?\
novel, Anna Bhau emphasizes the unity of the two cast'ec.: nr?a
Bhau was born three years after the Bolshe\'l.k Revolution
So, Anna Bhau's life and Soviet Union’s expansion alnﬁ’.oslimn'
parallel. Russia lived in Anna Bhau's dreams. He was \etz::\v
keen to see from close quarters the changes brought about by
the revolution in Russian society. In his irz.lveloguc, he has
illustrated how eager he was to visit the So.wet l.Jmon: f‘\“nle
Bhau had many appealing experiences during his 4_0—da_\' stav
in Russia. It was like he was ina dream. Soviet Union
demonstrated the ideal he was fostering for years - a hm{»
societv with no prejudices. History of Soviet RetvolufuTv'r avm‘
Lenin's Biography overwhelmed me very’ﬂ:uch. 1 was dving t
see the Soviet Union.”(Ranjnikar.2014, p:5)

Conclusion

Thus, present paper is a study of Anna Bhau's \\'n(m::
which 1s about the struggle and qualities of the marginah. 1
sections of societv. While living in Mumbai, Anna Bhau Jid
all sorts of jobs to make ends meet. Anna Bhau had great
regard for both Ambedkar and Marx. He \\'nntoq to “‘m,l_‘!ff\
Ambedkarism and Marxism. He raised the voice of Naitts
through his writing; his literature is a wakeup call for socicty
Mot of the Dalit writers have been disregarded Marost
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literature but Anna Bhau chosen to wrnite about this menculous
arca. Anna Bhau lived among the poor and the labors just 1o
<ee things as thev reallv were. He lived among them without
any sense of dominance or superciliousness On I August 2002,
the Government of India issued a postat stamp on Anna Bhau's
82> birth anniversary.
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