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been nghtly stated, “the shit from print 1o the

computer does not mean the end of literacy itsell,

but the literacy of pnnt, for electronic technology
ofters us a new kind of book and new ways to
wiite and read'(5). There is dearth of literature
suggesting  college  students reading habit,
interest and preferences, thus we intended to
conduct this study with special emphasis on
gender and course opted by students in college
on reading habit. Male and female develop their
academic outlook based on their personality and
way they perceive the world, also students
undergoing different courses like social science,
and science also have different perspective as
each of these subjects also have great
contribution in developing students® knowledge
and understanding. Further, the study finding will
help us to understand the reading interest of the
youth of today and how they can develop as
knowledge seekers of tomorrow.

I.METHODS

Participants

The study was done on 100 male and female
college student pursuing Arts and Science
streame from recognized Arts and Science
Degree Colleges of Shivajinagar Gadhi Tq.Georai
Dist.Beed (Maharashtra) .
Tools
Reading interest of students was generated
through semi-structure information schedule [6).
The Reading Habits Questionnaire [2] was used
to study the reading habits of the participants. It is
a 4 point scale which generates responses on
Lstrongly agree®(1), ,agree”(2), ,disagree"(3),
.strongly disagree®(4) categorles, respectively.
Statistical Analysis

The data obtained was analyzed using
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences
(SPSS) version 16.0 for Windows (SPSS Inc., -
Chicago). The group differences was examined
using Chi-square test (x?) for the categorical

variables and independent ,t“ test and ANOVA
used for the continuous variables.
ILRESULT AND TABLE

Table 1, gives description of participants
(N=100), who were of age 20.18 +.85, 47(47%)
were male and 53 (53%) were female. Thirty four
(34%) students were from social science, 66
(66%) students from scienc. ,Reading
information” depicted in Table 2, revealed gender
difference in context to how they spend their
leisure time . female students are more inclined to
reading novels during leisure times. Whereas
female students are more interested in sports and
socializing with friends. Factors affecting their
reading habit where male students consider
Jnere laziness" and female students consider

Rp———
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Jacademic pressure” as main hindering factor
towards developing reading interest. Students
studying different subjects also differ among them
regarding importance of reading and factors
reading. Students of social science feel they
dovelop better sell -expression, learn new things,
imagine things and give them space from getting
bored. Students of science believe that their
,home —environment" is major hindering factor
and students of commerce believe ,academic
pressure is the major hindering factor in
developing reading habit”. Table 3, reflected that
both gender difference and stream opted by
students have significant impact in majority of the
components of reading habit. Significant group
difference have been obtained by male and

female students in statements like: ‘I read only as
the need arises find time to

Table 1: Description of

~ college students
Study variables | College Students /n(%)
Age Mean(SD) Mean SD
Gender N(%) 20.18 85

n %

Male 47 | 47%

Female 53 | 53%

Stream n [ %

Social 34 | 34%

Sclence(Arts)

Sclence 66 | 66%

Table

. 2: ‘Reading information’ of college

students on Gender and Various Subjects
opted by students

Variables Male

Female | Social Scilenc
n(%) n(%) Science | e n(%)
n(%)

Importance | 18(9) 19(9.5) | 12.5(6.2 | 12(6)
of reading 5)
a)Better self-
expression
b)Learn new | 14(7) 17(8.5) 12(6) 9.5(4.7
things S)
c)imagine 5.5(2.75) | 9.5(4.75) | 5.5(2.75) | 5(2.5)
things
d)Complime | 5.5(2.75) | 4.5(2.25) | 3.5(1.75) | 4.5(2.2
nt studles 5)
e)Get space | 3.5(1.75) | 3.5(1.75) | 3.5(1.75) 1.5(0.7
from getting 5)
bored
Leisure time | 10(5) 12(6) 10(5) 4(2)
activitles
mostly
spent a)Visit
soclal media
sites
b)Read 2(1) 6.5(3.25) | 4.5(2.25) | 2(1)
novels
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l.lNTRODUCTlON

€ reading hapjt is a significant impact ead books on
on  every readers Personality and  sogjg| technOIOQ

i van

Education are more focused with their education gradually deten’oratlng
Career gog|s, They arg More involyeq with the they arg easi

Subjects they opt and thejr academic Success jg Networking it
endent on thej, good reading hapjt Studies applications, television and

conducted o eading hapjy of college Students activities in the Social media, Moreover, the effect
reflected different typag of findings, n a study on '

: y of digital Media on reading hag increasingly been
gender differenceg in reading hap;t among collgge '

students of Arg and Science found thay both the which in-depth reading through print Media js
gender haye positive attitude 1oy, d

ards reading, dlminishlng. Earlier literature review (4] reflected
preferredq reading at p, and reaq

written jn Marath) language Cause jt g rural books.e-Journals and digital libraries arq
arlaso a)| students prefe, to thelr n |

]
literature, ~ pafq 8tudents showeq Oreater  gye o the aware of Internet |, However, has
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c)Watch 8a) 9(4.5) 6(3) a(2)
movies :

d)listen to 147) 16.58.2 | 10(5) 11(5.5)
music _ 5)

e) Others 19.5(9.7 | 6(3) 6.5(3.25) | 10(5)
(sports, 5)

games,

soclal visits,
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IV.DISCUSSION

The present study evaluate the reading
habit among male and female college students
undergoing Bachelor of Arts, and Bachelor of
Science . The study intended to find out their
interest towards reading, acquiring knowledge
and developing excellence in their subject in
specific. The study finding brought forth certain
interesting facts. Earlier studies have conducted
study on reading habit on students undergoing
professional courses , thus we made an attempt
to conduct the study on college students
undergoing undergraduate degree which in future
open doors for post-graduation and other
professional courses. Previous studies have
documented individual difference in reading habit
that differ in terms of interest, attention, aptitude
and situation thus it was important to understand
the effect of gender difference in reading habits.
In the current study, although, both male and
female students give equal importance to reading,
even then, female students in our study enjoy
reading- novel at leisure time and experience
academic pressure which hinder their reading
habit. There was significant difference between
them in certain aspects of reading habit as they
not only read when need arises but also keep
interest in reading newspapers , magazines, keep
track of current affairs and find time to read for
entertainment. This finding was supported
findings of previous research [2]. However, male
students in our study showed inclination in
reading material which are technology related and
for female students library is considered 1o ‘be
favorite reading place as resources are readily
available to fulfill their reading, both these findings
contradicted earlier research findings [Our study
specially highlighted the importance of reading
habit in context to students studying different
subjects which has not been attempted by earlier
studies. In the study participants from social
science and science stream are interested in
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newspapers, magazines, apart from regular
academic books. Students of social science also
prefer reading general literature, students of
Science lake interest in reading material related
to technology . This attitude towards reading
helps them in developing their creativity,
imagination and expression in their respective
field. Majority of the earlier studies [5] have found
significant  difference on choice of reading
material print versus digital medium , however in
our study the finding is comparable between the
groups. Students, by the time they reach college
level, realize the advantages and limitations of
both print media and digital media and choose to
read either of them according to their
requirement. For example, electronic media tend
to be more useful for searching, while paper-
based media are preferred for actual consumption
of information, digital medium depends on internet
facility where as print medium is ready to use
anytime and anywhere, etc. The current study is
limited to Arts and Science College Gadhi Tq
Georai Dist. Beed (Maharashtra). Library
information and library habit of students holds
importance to reading habit. A comparative study
among students from different professional
colleges could have added weight age to the
study
V.CONCLUSION :

Reading habit will hold unique place ie.college
Library in the learners mind. Students must be
encouraged to read particular syllabus oriented
information materials from diverse field and
should not get restricted to their own subject
preference in order to widen their vision.
Student™s regular visit to the College library will
help them get oriented to old and current arrivals
literatures and help them get involved with the
environment of reading.
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